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KS2 Year 5 living things and their habitats 

Question Answer 

What is a life cycle? The series of stages that an organism (living thing) passes through as 

they develop. 

What is the first stage in the life cycle of most animals? An egg is fertilised. 

What is the life cycle of most mammals? Fertilised egg that develops in womb - born and then fed on milk - 

develops to maturity - begin to eat the food - able to reproduce. 

What is the life cycle of an amphibian such as a frog?  A fertilized egg develops into an embryo - hatches into a tadpole -  

develops adult characteristics (hind legs) - metamorphoses - adult – able 

to reproduce. 

What is the life cycle of many insects such as a butterfly? A fertilized egg develops into larva (caterpillar) - larva feeds and 

becomes a pupa (chrysalis) - inside this cocoon, the pupa 

metamorphoses into the adult butterfly – able to reproduce. 

What is the life cycle of many birds? A fertilized egg hatches in a nest (a hatchling) and is fed by its parents 

until it is ready to fly (i.e. becomes a fledgling); it then leaves the nest and 

grows into an adult after which it can reproduce and the cycle can begin 

again. 

 

What are the two main types of reproduction in plants? Sexual reproduction – To do thus, a plant needs pollen (male) and an egg 

(female). The pollen from one plant lands on the stigma of another plant 

(pollination). An egg is fertilised by the pollination process. When the 

pollen and the egg join a seed is made. The seed germinated, growing 

into a seedling and then a fully grown plant (lilies). 

 

Asexual reproduction – Some plants grown into a new plant without 

pollen or an egg. Instead, a whole new plant grows from a little bit of the 
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old plant. For example, plants can be grown from cuttings. Whole new 

plants can be grown from bulbs too (onions and daffodils).  

What is the process of sexual reproduction in some animals? An egg (female) is fertilised by sperm (male) – fertilised egg grows into 

an embryo – developed characteristics in the womb – baby is born.  

 


