
Science – EYFS 

 

Nursery  

 

Understanding of the World  

Understand the key features of the life cycle of an animal. 

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living 

things. 

Help children care for animals and insects. 

Take part in scientific explorations of animal life cycles such as a caterpillar to butterfly. 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

Explore collections of materials with similar and / or different properties. 

Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant. 

Look at the concepts growth, change and decay. 

Explore the changing seasons – name and explore what clothes they should wear for different 

weathers. 

Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 

Explore forces through boats on water, magnets and pushing / pulling using ramps and cars. 

Provide mechanical equipment for the children to explore – wind up, pulleys, cogs and pegs 

Explore how different materials float and sink. 

Change materials from one state to another. Cooking and melting ice etc.. 

 

Reception 

ELG: The Natural World  

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and 

plants. 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including 

the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 

 

 

 


